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‘6 ¥ shall ask for the Abolition of the Penalty of Death until I have the Infallibility of Human Judgment demonstrated to me.’’....Lafayette. 
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ABOLITION OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT, 
[CIRCULAR. | 


To the People of the State of New York: 

Fettow-Citizens: The subject of the Aboli- 
tion of the Punishment by Death has for several 
years agitated, to a considerable extent, the pub- 
lic mind, not only in this State, but throughout 
the civilized world. An increasing philanthropy 
has looked with horror and disgust upon the cru- 
elty and vindictiveness of the penal codes enact- 
ed during the ages of darkness and barbarism ; 
and a better knowledge of the true ends and 
measures of government has found them wholly 
inadequate to secure the object for which all 
laws should be instituted. Legislators, convinc- 
ed of this fact, have steadily, though in some 
cases tardily, progressed in modifying and melio- 
rating the severities of punishment, till our sta- 
tute books are nearly redeemed of their merciless 
and unchristian retaliatory character. To com- 
plete this reform, to abrogate the Draconic code, 
to wipe out the last stain of blood, to purify the 
State from the taint of cruelty and revenge, and 
to make a public declaration in favor of the invio- 
lability of human life, as the special gift of God, 
is a work of the present time, which it is devout- 
ly to be hoped, will be thoroughly performed by 
the generation now living. 

This subject has been several times brought 
before the Legislature of this State, and in one 
case, at least, it was patiently and thoroughly in- 
vestigated ; and in several, it has been favorably 
reported upon by committees to whom it had 
been referred. Hitherto no final action has been 
taken upon it by that body. This neglect to 
complete a reform so plainly indicated in the 


spirit and progress of the age in which we live, | 


can be accounted for only from the fact that no 
united and resolute effort had been made, on the 
part of the people, in a way to ascertain the 
popular will, and to move that body to execute 
it 


We believe a large proportion of the citizens 
of this State are in favor of taking down the gal- 
lows, and substituting in its stead imprisonment 
for life. In proof of the correctness of this opin- 
ion, we refer to the difficulty which every where 
attends the empannelling of Juries, before whom 
capital offences are to be tried, and the violent 
death of a fellow being is to follow a verdict of 
guilty, or in the still greater difficulty of obtain- 
ing such a verdict in such cases. What is more 
common, in the operation of the present system 
ofcriminal jurisprudence, than the acquittal of 
persons indicted for capital offences, by juries 
which, at the time of rendering such verdict, be- 
lieved them guilty, though not beyond a ‘ reason- 
able doubt?” It is not unfrequent that persons 
have been capitally punished who, it was after- 
wards found, were innocent of the crime for 
which they died. By the ruling of our courts no 
jury is allowed to render a verdict of guilty, so 
long as doubts remain, and every generous feeling 
ofthe human heart approves the decision. Few 
are the cases where an ingenious and eloquent 
advocate, appealing to their warmest sympathies, 
fails to raise a doubt in the mind of some one on 
the panel, and, as the standard maxim of the law 
is, ‘it is better that ninety-and-nine guilty per- 
sons should go clear, than that one should suffer 
innocently,’ there is little difficulty in cheating 
Justice of her demands. So often is this the 
case that a man on trial for murder stands a bet- 
ter chance to get clear than he who is tried for a 
less offence. It is to sustain good laws and se- 
cure the ends of justice, as well as to spare hu- 
man life, that we plead for the abolition of the 
gallows. 

The frequent cases which have occurred, of 
late, where the sufferers have persisted, to the 
very last moment, in asserting, in the most so- 
lemn and emphatic manner, their innocence of 
the crime for which they had been condemned 
to die, even after they had given good evidence 





of religious feeling and experience, and when the 
hope of life remained no longer, as well as those 
cases where innocence is so clearly proved has 
forcibly impressed the whole community with 
the great danger, the extreme uncertainty of these 
judgments, which can never be corrected—of 
inflicting those punishments so fatal that no dis- 
covery afterward can produce aught but keen 
and poignant regrets in the bosoms of those who 
have been guilty of condemning the innocent, of 
taking a life under false apprehensions, which 
cannot be restored when the truth is made appa- 
rent. So frequent are these cases, and so mark- 
ed their influence, that, ina short time, all men 
suitable to perform so solemn a duty, will utterly 
refuse to sit as jurors on capital cases, and the 
execution of the laws must then be entrusted to 
that portion of the community who will feel no 
regrets when convinced that they have shed in- 
nocent blood. ‘This is another reason why the 
gallows should be taken down. 

We are not unaware of the fact that in some 
minds there remain strong and (to them) sufhi- 
cient objections to the reform we propose ; and 
that others approach the work with great diffi- 
dence and much trembling. The cause of this 
lies, we are confident, more in a want of correct 
information in reference to the principles involv- 
ed, the evils resulting from the working of the 
present systems, and the measures proposed 
towards crimes now punishable with death, than 
from any disregard to human life, or wish to per- 
petuate the retaliatory laws now actually or nom- 
inally in force, so disreputable to a Christian age, 
and productive of so much injustice and crime.— 
It is not to evade but to secure the ends of justice, 
notto increase but to prevent crime, that we 
seek the abrogation of the Draconic code. 

The experience of all the past sustains us in 
the position that good alone can overcome evil, 
and kindness ensure obedience. These are pri- 
mary maxims in Christian ethics. The records 
of criminal courts, as well as the testimony of 
every day’s observation, prove conclusively that 
severity of punishment is no prevention of crime ; 
but, on the contrary, tends to increase it. And 
it is equally true that where the laws have been 
so modified as to accord with the spirit of our 
holy religion, and their severity so relaxed as to 
make punishment reasonable, a corresponding 
improvement in the morals of society has invari- 
ably followed. Witness the softening down of 
the criminal codes in every civilized land, and 
the happy results. The abrogation of the death 
penalty for many crimes, both in this country and 
in Europe has never been found to endanger the 
peace and safety of society, nor to increase those 
crimes. Nobody calls for the re-enactment of 
laws inflictimg death for theft, heresy, perjury, 
&e. The repeal of the death law in Belgium, 
Tuseany and Russia, were followed by no in- 
crease, but an actual diminution of the crimes 
before punishable with death. In our State and 
in several others, the laws demanding death for 
four crimes, have, within a few years, been re- 
pealed. Nobody complains, or asks their re-es- 
tablishment. Three crimes only are now pun- 
ishable with strangulation, and in few cases are 
even these laws enforced except for murder.— 
Public opinion is mightier than statute books. 

The argument that the gallows presents ex- 
amples productive of crime, has long since been 
practically abandoned in this State, and in sever- 
al others. Public hanging bad become so exten- 
sively pernicious that it was found necessary to 
remove the horrid engine from the gaze of the 
masses and hide it away in a corner, where the 
death struggles of the poor sufferers might be 
witnessed only by the eminently virtuous and 
discreet. What is this but a virtual abandon- 
ment of the ground that the death penalty is ne- 
cessary to preserve the public safety and deter 
from crime? Why not then remove it altogeth- 
er? That must be a questionable logic which 
contends for the salutary influence of a law, the 
execution of which it hides away from the sight 
of the people. 

The design of this Circular is not to produce 
the arguments for abolishing the death punish- 
ment, but to call upon the friends of reform and 
progress in this State to prepare themselves for a 
united and vigorous effort to accomplish that ob- 
ject the coming Winter, if possible, or, as soon as 
may be. 

A State Society was organized in the City of 
New York more than a year ago for the purpose 
of devising and recommending measures and con- 
centrating the means to accomplish this most 
desirable object. By its direction, as will be 
seen by the accompanying Resolutions, we now 
address all the friends of the abolition of the gal- 





lows throughout the State, and call upon you af- 
fectionately and earnestly to awake to the impor- 
tance of this humane and Christian work. There 
is no exciting topic to alienate the affections or 
divert the attention from those moral questions 
which appeal alike to all hearts. And it is earn- 
estly desired that, in so favorable a time, all unto 
whom this Circular may come, will set them- 
selves to work in their respective neighborhoods 
to organize local societies, get up lectures, carry 
on discussions, circulate tracts, papers and pub- 
lications, defending the objects of this Society.— 
And we would take the liberty of recommending 
a weekly paper, called ‘Tue Haneman,’ pub- 
lished in Boston by Cuarces Spear, and a work 
by the same on Capital Punishment; also the 
Report by J. L. O'Sullivan, and another made to 
the Legislature by a Select Committee at its last 
session. Some of these and several other works 
it is designed to publish in a weekly or semi- 
monthly pamphlet, as soon as sufficient evidence 
shall be given that such a work is generally 
wanted and can be sustained. To this end we 
would invite the immediate attention of the 
friends of this cause, that we may know how to 
proceed in the premises. 

We would recommend, particularly, that peti- 
tions to the Legislature should be extensively 
circulated for signatures, praying that body to 
abolish the law of death and substitute therefor 
imprisonment for life ; and also that this question 
form an important consideration in the minds of 
those who favor an amendment of the Constitu- 
tion of this State, that an article of fundamental 
law may be incorporated which shall afford a se- 
curity to human life against personal or legal 
violence. 

The hope is most sincerely entertained, that 
every friend to the abolition of the death penalty 
will see the importance of immediate, direct, and 
united action, and will improve the present, most 
favorable opportunity, to accomplish this most 
desirable object. Let every man feel that a duty 
rests upon himself—that he can do something, 
and, associated with others, a greaf deal, to wash 
away the bloody stain from our State. You can, 
Fellow Citizens, utter your opinions, express 
your wish, and ask your servants in the Legisla- 
ture to obey your will, and redeem the State 
from the charge of ‘ blood-guiltiness.’ And you 
can do something towards convincing your neigh- 
bors what is the truth in this matter, and how 
they ought to act inthe premises. We doubt not 
that, knowing your duties, you will cheerfully dis- 
charge them. 

Any communications you may wish to make 
touching this subject may be made to Isaac T’. 
Hopper, Secretary, or to Wm. S. Balch, acting 
Cor. Sec. who will give attention to your de- 
mands. 


W. T. McCOUN, President, 
> HARGEN” Vice Presidents. 

B. ELLIS, Treasurer, 

J. HOPPER, Rec. Secretary. 

J, L. OSULLIVAN, Cor. Secretary. 
HORACE GREELEY, 
J. F. TELLKAMP, 
ROBERT TAYLOR, 
WM. S. BALCH, 
WM. KIRKLAND, 


N. B. All Editors of newspapers are respect- 
fully requested to insert this Circular and to enter 
upon a discussion of the subject and objects pro- 
posed in it. 


Committee. 


CaritaL PunisHMent.—We are aware that 
one of the greatest objections raised against the 
abolishment of death punishment, is that it will 
assuredly increase crime and endanger the lives 
of the people generally. Onno account should 
the law. be repealed till a proper substitute is 
prepared. The safety of the community should 
be looked to well and carefully, and the point of 
no reprieve, without additional evidence of in- 
nocence, should be rigidly adhered to. Now 
the murderer calculates coolly upon his chances 
of escape. The jury do not like to convict; 
the Governor may pardon; the Legislature often 
commutes the punishment, and all this breaks 
the terrors of the revolting law. The murderer 
does not believe he will be killed in turn, and the 
law has but little terror for him. But imprison- 
ment for life, without intercourse with other pris- 
oners, and without the pardoning power, would 
more surely bring prisoners to justice, and the 
certainty of the punishment would prove a great- 
er terror than even death. 


With regard to the safety of society, let the 
following facts speak :— : 

‘Mr. Berenger says in his report to the French 
Chamber that the punishment of death has been 
abolished for 25 years in Tuscany, and it had so 
improved the cheracter of the people that the 
prisons were empty. Mr. Livings said that only 
five murders have been committed in Tuscany 
in 20 years after the abolishment of that punish- 
ment.’—artford Times. : 





ENGLAND. 


Exeter.—Carirar PuntsHMENtT. 


The Rev. Francis Bishop lectured again on 
Monday evening, as announced in our last, at the 
Atheneum, Exeter, on Capital Punishments, be- 
ing the third time he has very recently delivered 
the same lecture at the same place. Notwith- 
standing the heavy rain that continued the whole 
evening, the lecture hall was again, as on former 
occasions, crowded to excess, and the most live- 
ly interest was manifested in the subject of the 
lecture, which occupied upwards of two hours. 
An Anti-Capital Punishment Society, with an 
active committee, has since been formed in 
Exeter, of which William Lee, Esq., is the treas- 
urer, and John Dymond, Esq., secretary. Mr. 
Bishop has been requested to lecture on the sub- 
ject in neighboring towns in Devonshire, with 
which request it is understood he will as far as 
possible comply. 





‘Our True Dury 1s ro PREVENT AND NOT TO 
Punisu.’ 


Lord Denman, in his Charge to the Worcester- 
shire Grand Jury, made the following excellent 
remarks :—‘ It is not the punishment of men for 
crime that is the most effectual means of pre- 
venting it. We ought to remove its cause b 
attending to the wants of those in the humble 
ranks of life, and by providing them with a use- 
ful and religious education, giving a higher moral 
tone and worthier aspirations to their minds and 
actions, thus elevating them from the degraded 
position in which unfortunately too many of 
them now are. The desire and endeavor to 
benefit the people, and thus prevent crime, which 
has been too long neglected, ought to actuate 
those placed in affluence and authority,. instead 
of a total carelessness about the cause, and an 
over anxiety to punish the criminal—banish him 
from his family and friends, and consign him to 
the contaminating influences of a gaol. Our true 
duty is to prevent and not to punish.’ 


é 
LANA 


PDP DID IOWANS 


INFLUENCE OF THE GALLows.—In a debate on 
public executions in the British House of Parlia. 
ment, one speaker said : 

‘ Having cece one of the sitting magistrates on 
the Monday commencing that week—Easter 
Monday—at Guildhall, he had come to the con- 
clusion, from what he had then witnessed, that 
the time had arrived for the government to con- 
sider whether those public executions should be 
longer continued. It was not for him to offer 
any suggestions on the matter, though he had 
his own opinion upon it ; but having on that day 
sent for trial some parties and summarily convict- 
ed others—three, he thought, in one gang, and 
two in another—for picking pockets at the foot 
of the gallows, he had come to the conclusion 
that some legal remedy ought to be devised for 
putting an end to such exhibitions.’ 





Licht Worx—Licur Pay.—Dr. Morse, of 
Charlestown was the first chaplain to the State 
Prison in that town. On his ites appointed, 
Gov. Strong, a particular friend to the doctor, 
called in person and informed him that the Goy- 
ernor and Council had given him the office, and 
a salary of $200 per annum. The doctor inti- 
mated with his customary suavity, that the pay 
was rather small. ‘The Governor and the Coun- 
cil were aware of the smallness of the salary,’ 
replied his excellency, ‘but you will reflect doc- 
tor, that your labor is already half done. The 
prisoners are now under conviction, and all you 
have to do, will be to convert them.’ 


TWALALAA A AALAALALALAA 


Srate Prison Sratistics.—There are now 
in the State Prison at Sing Sing 848 prisoners, 
787 of whom were males. Since the 13th of 
September 36 have been discharged upon the ex- 
piration of their sentences, 3 have been pardoned 





and 2 have died. 
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CHARLES SPEAR, 
JOHN M. SPEAR, 


, Boston, November 5, 1845. 
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Hangman Office Removed. 

$S°THE PUBLISHING OFFICE OF THE Hanc- 
MAN IS AGAIN REMOVED TO No. 38 CorNuILL, 
(sook store or Mr. Aset Tompkins.) As 
WE ARE NECESSARILY ABSENT MUCH OF THE 
TIME, WE HAVE THOUGHT BEST TO HAVE OUR 
BOOKS KEPT AT THE ABOVE NAMED PLACE.— 
SvupscRIBERS WILL ALWAYS FIND SOME ONE 
THERE WHO WILL BE HAPPY 0 ATTEND TO 


ANY BUSINESS RELATING TO OUR PAPER. 
C. & J. M. SPEAR. 


HORRID MURDER OF A PEMALE AND ATTEMPTED 
ARNON, 


We know not when we have heard of a more dia- 
bolical murder than the one which has taken place 
in our city. We suppose now that it will be said 
that this is owing to the attempts to remove the 
death-penalty from our statutes. We have already 
been asked what we will do with such a case. But 
we turn upon the friends of the gallows and ask them 
how they will dispose of this matter. It is now gen- 
erally known that murder is a capital offence in our 
State, and it is supposed that our Chief Magistrate 
himself is in favor of Capital Punishment; that the 
chance of escape is exceedingly small, especially 
where Arson, which is another Capital offence, is con- 
nected with murder. Yet in view of the gallows, 
here is an individual who becomes guilty of two cap- 
ital offences, or rather who intends to commit a sec- 
ond capital offence, and we suppose in the eye of the 
law will be considered guilty. This is a question for 
the friends of the gallows to settle. The gallows 
stands yet in Massachusetts. One thing we feel cer- 
tain of, and we call on the friends of the death penal- 
ty to look to it; which is, that the gallows has not 
prevented this murder from taking place. This is set- 
tled. We hope, then, they will not come to us to 
settle this question. Let them look toit. It does 
not belung to us. We will go farther. We will 
venture the remark that Tirrell, the supposed mur- 
derer, himself, is in favor ofhanging! We have con- 
versed with several murderers and other criminals on 
the subject of the gallows, and we never met with 
one who was not in favor of Capital Punishment !! 
Thieves, robbers, murderers and tyrants, have always 
been in favor of the gallows. We know there are 
many good people who favor this mode of punish- 
ment, but the most violent oppressors in all ages 
have been the strongest advocates for the death-pun- 
ishment! But we must not extend our remarks, 
for our readers will wish to know the particulars 
about this dreadful murder in our city. The best ac- 
count we liave seen has been published inthe Mail. 

‘ The scene of the murder is a smal] two story brick 
house, in Cedar Lane, between Cedar and Charles 
streets, occupied by Mr. Joel Lawrence and wife, who 
have lived there something like twenty-five years.— 
For some years past, as we understand, the premises 
have been used as a house of assignation—rooms be- 
ing kept for the accommodation of those in the habit 
of visiting it. 

The door of the honse being unlocked on the arrival 
of the Coroner’s Jury, they proceeded up one pair of 
stairs, tothe room in which the murder was commit- 
ted; and the view was most appalling—inconceiva- 
bly so to any who was not there to see it. 

The body, that of a young and beautiful female of 
23 or 24, was lying on the floor, covered all but the 
breast, head and feet, with a bloody sheet which’ had 
been thrown over it. She lay on her back close to 
the grate, with the head turned over on the right side. 
The head was thrown back, exposing a ghastly and 
terrible cut from earto ear. The jugular vein and 
wind-pipe, were entirely severed, the razor which the 
murderer used having entered to the bone. Her hair 
was partly consumed, and her face charred and black- 
ened by the action of the fire. 

The room contained fragments of. burnt clothing 
strewed about, and the walls were spattered with 
blood—probably done when she was dragged from 
the bed and thrown upon the floor. A chair stand- 
ing near the head of the bed, contained a pool of 
blood. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence, and a girl in the house, 
say they were awakened about 5 o'clock this morning 
by a shriek up stairs, and a heavy fall which appa- 
rently jarred the house; immediately after, and be- 
fore they were hardly awake, a person came down 
stairs, slipped in the haste, and fell, but recovered, 
and rushed out of the front door. 

The family then smelt fire, and going up to the 
room, found it filled with flames and smoke. The 
fire was set in three different places, the bed which 
the murdered woman had occupied—the closet con- 
taining her dresses, and a bed in an adjoining bed- 





THE HANGMAN. 











room which was unoccupied, were all more or less 
burnt. Against the door of the front bed-room, oc- 
cupied by a girl who lives there, a pile of bed-clothes 
had been placed and then set on fire—it seeming to 
have been the intention of the murderer to bury all 
‘evidence of his fiendish deed in the conflagration of 
the house and death of its occupants. 

The name of the murdered woman was Maria A. 
Bickford. She was of slight, graceful figure, and 
very beautiful. She has been married, but has not 
lived with her husband for some time past. He is a 
shoemaker by trade, and was lately in the employ of 
Mr. Smith, in Cambridge street. He is now in Ban- 
gor, where this ill-fated woman formerly belonged. 

The wash-bowl in the room contained a quantity 
of bloody water, which is evidence that the murderer 
washed his hands after his bloody work. 

A letter was found inthe room addressed—A. J. T. 
to M. A. B. Also a pair of men’s drawers, cane, and 
stocking, and a bunch of keys. Dr. Moriarty, who 
was present at the examination, said it was impossi- 
ble for her to move after she had received the death 
wound, and he must have dragged her from the bed. 
In the straw bed under which she slept, a bunch of 
matches were found nearly burnt up. 

Suspicions amouniing almost to certainty, are fixed 
upon Albert J. Tirrell as the murderer, though he 
has not yet been arrested. 

He is said to be a native of Weymouth, in this 
State. $1000 reward is offered by the City Authori- 
ties for his arrest. 





THE ANTI-RENTERS. 


Van Steenberg—An uneducated youth—Edward O° Con- 
nor—-Age—-Appearance—-Lines addressed to the 
young woman to whom he expected soon to be married. 


A correspondent of the Newark Advertiser, who has 
recently had an interview with Van Steenberg and 
O’Connor, the young men who are to be hung in 
New York on the 29th inst., for the murder of Sheriff 
Steele, thus writes; 


“T have visited the log-jails where many of those 
arrested were confined, and the regular jail, convers- 
ing for a few moments with the two men under sen- 
tence of death. Van Steenberg is about 21 years 
old; he is ignorant, not being able even to read with 
facility, and although the son of a profane father, yet 
nothing immoral has ever before been alleged against 
him. He is rather a simple hearted young man, and 
undoubtedly has been led into this thing, as he told 
me, by men older and more intelligent. He seemed 
deeply to feel his awful situation, and evinced no- 
thing like obduracy. 

O’Connor is a man 26 years old, finely formed, 
with an open and a mild countenance, and much of 
the Emmet spirit about him. In native ability he is 
very much superior to Van Steenberg; his educa- 
tion is quite limited, but his native shrewdness and 
mental force improved by observation, has led others 
to overrate his intelligence, He exerted a large in- 
fluence over the Indians, and was one of their chiefs. 
He was very much affected during our conversation 
and shed tears. He regards himself, however, as the 
victim of the wiles of others, and declares that his 
gun was undischarged while on the ground. Both 
these men excited much sympathy in me, and al- 
though no one can desire more sincerely than myself, 
to see the law sustained, and the murderers of Steele 
brought to punishment, I cannot but feel that the 
most guilty im this horrid affair have escaped, atleast 
the gallows, while these young men, less intelligent, 
the dupes of interested and designing men, must now 
expiate their offences by a dreadful death. Strenu- 
ous efforts are making to induce the Governor to re- 
ere them, or commute their punishment, but Mr. 

Vright is not a man to be swerved easily on such a 
subject, especially where such immense interests are 
affected by these anti-rent movements. 

I append to this a few lines written by O'Connor 
before his conviction, and handed toa friend imme- 
diately after : ; 


‘*WhenI look through my prison bars and see the yel- 
low leaf, 

It seems an emblem of my fate and fills my heart with 
grief ; ° 

But smiling Spring will come again and in the forest 
glade, 

Lovers will meet and tell the tale beneath the lonely 
shade. 

I ask you when youare at home enjoying liberty— 

That when you bow before your God to cast a thought 
on me. 

O Jennet,* dear, I little thought that this would be my 
lot— 

I fear I'l] die a shameful death, and be by man forgot. 

But should I meet so hard a fate, my foes I do forgive 
them, 

We’ll rise triumphant from the grave—we’ll meet again 
in Heaven! 


I wish you well in time, and better in eternity. 
Yours forever, E.O'C. 





* Jennet is the name of the young woman to whom 
he expected to be married in a few months. 


NOVEMBER, 


Four men to be executed—Important meeting— Preaching 
— Change of name—Election. 


This month much is to be done in this country in 
relation to our cause, 

Ist. Four Men are to se Executep, as will be 
seen by our list of persons under sentence of death, 

2d. Important Mertines} are to be held for pro- 
moting our wise and humane reform. See under the 








head of ‘ Notices of Meetings, Lectures, &c.,’ in ano- 
ther column. 

3d. Tue CLeRcyMEN who are friendly to the aboli- 
tion of the death penalty in Massachusetts, are ex- 
pected to preach on this subject the Last Sunpay in 
this month, and to take collections in aid of the 
cause. 

4th. The name of the Haneman is to be changed to 
that of Prisoner’s Frienp, this month. We hope the 
change will be acceptable to our readers, and that 
those who have objected to our present name will aid 
us by increasing our subscription list. 

5th. This month Massachusetts elects her Govern- 
or, Lieutenant Governor, Senators and Representa- 
tives. Many of our friends will be exceedingly cau- 
tious not to vote for men who are in favor of breaking 
their brother’s necks. 

This month is to be one of the most important ever 
known in respect to Capital Punishment. Let every 
man see that he does his part of this great work faith- 
fully, and he will receive the plaudit, ‘ well done, 
good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord.’ 


~ 
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Curistian Union.—The different religious denomi- 
nations in England are about to hold a Convention to 
promote union among professors of different forms of 
Christianity. 

A project is also under consideration of convoking 
a general counci! in Prussia, for the same noble pur- 
pose. This is encouraging. Why cannot we have 
such a gathering in America? We should like it 
much. 


AARNE" 


Vermont—Gov. Slade, on the Treatment of 
Prisoners. 


We seldom have read the Messages of Governors 
to legislatives bodies of late years. Engaged in the 
moral movements of the age we have found little in 
these documents to interest us. Last week however 
we cast our eyes over the late Message of Gov. Slade, 
of Vermont, to the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of that State, and were much pleased to find 
the following excellent thoughts in relation to the 
treatment of prisoners :— 


‘Whether confinement in the county jails is in- 
flicted as a punishment, or results from inability to 
pay fines, it obviously has an effect entirely the re- 
verse of reformation. lt is impossible to visit a con- 
vict thus thrown into a county jail, with little or no 
attention to any except his mere animal wants, with- 
out feeling painfully impressed with a ¢onviction, 
that itis an unnatural and monstrous perversion of 
the power of punishment. Without employment or 
exercise, the convict is left in the corroding and 
maddening influence of the reflection that he is an 
outcast from the charity and sympathy of the world ; 
and that the law and its executioners are alike his 
enemies. Every moment’s continuance of such con- 
finement tends to weaken his purposes of amend- 
ment, and prepare him for abandonment to the com- 
mission of higher offences. There are cases in which 
this is not true; but they constitute the exception and 
not the rule. If the history of all the State prison 
convicts were fully disclosed, it would probably be 
found, that a large portion of them have been ten- 
ants of county jails, in punishment for inferior of- 
fences. 

The remedy for this evil is obvious. It is the ap- 
plication of the principle of penitentiary discipline to 
minor offences, by means of Houses of Correction in 
each county—to be made comfortable in their struc- 
ture and accommodations, and to be connected with 
such arrangments for the profitable employment of 
the inmates, and the exercise of such firm and steady 
discipline, as sound wisdom, and the spirit of Chris- 
tian kindness may suggest. By such means may 
offenders be made useful to the public, during the ne- 
cessary continuance of their confinement, while the 
higher purpose shall be answered, of impressing upon 
their minds, by every thing they shall see around 
them, that they are men—bound to society, not by 
the law of force merely, but by the higher law of 
moral obligation, as well as by the sympathies of our 
common nature. 


—rAAAAADALDAAAAAAAaaseee sae 


Parpons.—The Governor and Council of New 
Hampshire have recently released five persons from 
the State Prison, by pardons. They were confined 
respectively for forgery, murder, stealing, house- 
breaking and horse stealing. ‘Be ye kind one to 
another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, even 
as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.’ 

Six persons only have been executed in New 
Hampshire since 1623. Andrew Howard is to be 
hung there next Wednesday unless he is reprieved 
by the Executive. 


DDLPP GO LOYPLPXoOnwr Lewy vwyrVvvVv—~“r—_—~rnW 


Discussion INvITED.—We invite discussion in our 
paper, and will open our columns to all those who 
may differ from us in respect to the Abolition of Cap- 
ital Punishment, and the reformation of the crimi- 
nal. 


eevee ee 


Execution.—Daniel Magarth was executed in Van 
Wart County, Ohio, on the 3d ult. 





LEOMINSTER, MASS, 


Last Saturday week I felt moved to visit the above 
named town. Scarcely was I seated in the cars, 
before an old friend came and took a seat by my side, 
He was going out to preach on the coming day, in a 
neighboring town. 

He thus questioned me. 

Q. Where are you going? 

. To Leominsier. 

. What are you going to do there ? 

. I don’t know. 

Have you been invited to go there ? 

No. 

. Whom do you know in that town? 

. No one. 

. On whom do you expect to call when you ar. 
rive there ? 

A. I don’t know. 

Q. What will you do if no one will take you tc 
his house ? 

A. Go to a tavern ? 

Q. What will you do if you have no money to pay 
the landlord ? 

A. Persuade him to take the Hangman for pay. 

‘Well, this is strange’ said my friend, I never go 
out so. 

‘But,’ I said, ‘I have unbounded faith in God tha: 
I shall be sustained if I faithfully discharge my duty, 
and you,’ I continued, ‘ would not let me go hungry,’ 

‘No,’ said he, thoughtfully ‘1 would not.’ He took 
out his purse and kindly presented me a sum of mo- 
ney which served to help me on my way, at the same 
time giving me the name of a gentleman in L. 
who would cheerfully receive me into his dwelling. 
On my arrival I found him waiting for me, as! be- 
lieve, atthe tavern. Soon I was made acquainted 
with several excellent friends. On Sunday evening 
I spoke to the people in behalf of the prisoner, and 
on Monday I obtained several subscribers for our 
paper. Thus ended my visit to the town of Leomin- 
ster. It was one of the most pleasant that | ever 
enjoyed. God be praised for all his tender mercies, 

J. M.S. 


OPOrPOPOpD 


‘THE MAN OF WORTH, 


Stand forth! thou honest man, stand forth ; 
What though thou art of low degree? 
In thy true heartis unfeigned worth, 
And love and chastened piety ! 
And thou art rich in thought and deed, 
Soothing the weary in their need. 


Nor lands or gold hast thou ; unknown 
Untothe world thy days go by ; 

Yet thou art not in life alone ; 
Unheeded thou canst never sigh ; 

For they who love sit by thy hearth, 

And sooth thee mingling in thy mirth ! 


Thy toil begins at earliest morn ; 

Oh ! sweet the sleep that comes from toil ; 
And many an ill thou poor hast borne, 

Aye struggling in the world’s turmoil ; 
Thou still art poor ; yet thy free mind, 
Unburt, bears up, and smiles resigned. 


Now, thin the gray hairs on thy brow, 

And worn thy cheek, and spare thy frame ; 
Yet is thy spirit cheerful now 

As e’er it was; and still the same 
Thy warm, kind heart; and calm and clear 
Thy mind as e’er in earlier year. 


Thou good old man, thou honest man, 
What love so true as that for thee ! 

Nor wealth, nor fame, nor high estate, 
May e’er bring joy so bounteously ; 

And thou rejoicest ; and above 

All things thou hold’st thy neighbor’s love. 


Oh! that my days as thine may glide 
So blameless to life's closing scene ! 

That with calm mind, whate’er betide, 
I may look back on what has been ; 

No other epitaph may claim 

Than what befits thy hon:st name ! 
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Our Wants.—There is now due several hundred 
dollars on our paper. Will our friends remember us. 
It will take about all that the subscriptions will yield 
to meet the expenses of the paper. Frequently there 
is not enough paid into meet even the weekly de- 
mands of the paper alone. We dislike to dun, but 
our necessities uow require every cent that is due.— 
We have waited patiently beyond the time. ‘ A word 
to the wise is sufficient.’ 


i i i i a i 


Otrp Corony Rai Roap.—The cars will com- 
mence running regularly on this route next Tuesday. 
Thus another new avenue is to be opened to our 
growing city. We shall be anxious soon to visit 
our old friends in Plymouth to obtain aid for the 
prisoner, and especially for him who is appointed 
unto death. 


OIL LOVQDVLALDABPIPPPP MMO" 


Hunter Hitt, for the murder of Major Smith, at 
Norfolk, has been sentenced to be hung on the 2d of 
January. Itis believedthat an effort will be made 
to get the case before the Supreme Court for another 
trial, 
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Trial and Conviction of Andrew P. Potter— 
7 Woman’s Love. 


Potter was charged with the murder of Frances P. 
Osborn, in New Haven, last February. Week be- 
fore last his trial commenced aad was concluded last 
week. The New Haven Palladium says: ‘ With 
the unfaltering fidelity which is ever exhibited by 
woman in seasons of adversity and trial, we find 
Potter’s mother and sister, in this dark hour, clinging 
10 him with touching devotion. They pass with him 
through crowds of gazing people, and forgetting the 
odium of the prisoner’s box, are there watching with 
painful and intense interest the progress of the trial.’ 

How strong is woman’s love. Though all others 
forsook the poor criminal, yet she did not leave him. 


‘ She while apostles shrank could danger brave, 
Last at the cross and earliest at the grave.’ 


We learn that Potter has been convicted of murder. 
We have not learned the time of his execution.— 
‘When the vercict was rendered,’ says the New Ha- 
ven Courier, ‘the Court room was painfully silent, 
and the sobs of the broken-hearted mother, as she sat 
beside her wayward son, and veiled her face in her 
handkerchief, were all for some seconds that disturbed 
the surrounding stillness. The sister of the prisoner 
wept also, and the father looked as if the pressure of 
a world was upon his heart.’ This must have been a 
most heart-rending scene. Little do we now think 
of the sufferings of the relatives and friends, while 
we are punishingthe criminal. We shall feel for 
them more when we become more hnmane. 


~™ Tyree 


INDICTMENT FoR Murper.—A bill has been found 
by the Grand Jury of New York City, against Virgil 
Knapp, charging him with the murder of Sarah 
Decker, by administering to ber the oil of tansy. 
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THE LATE MURDER. 
Inquest— VeFdict of the Jury—Tirrell’s Connerions. 


Ns 


An investigation was commenced on Tuesday 
morning in the Traverse Jury Room in the Municipal 
Court, in this city by Coroner Pratt, relative to the 
murder of Mrs. Bickford. Several 
examined, and a large number of citizens were pre- 
sent. The deceased was known by the name of 
Miss Bickford, and Miss Johnson. Albert J. Tirrell 
was a son of a wealthy citizen of Weymouth, who 
died not long since leaving property to him. He was 
connected also by marriage with a very respectable 
family in that town. Idleness and dissipation are 
the causes of the crime, probably, that has caused so 
great an excitement in Boston and its neighbor- 
hood. 

The following is the verdict of the jury: 

Verdict, That Maria Bickford, otherwise Maria A. 
Bickford, came to her death on the morning of the 
27th of October, by wounds inflicted by one Albert J. 
Tirrell, otherwise De Wolf, with a razor, cutting her 
throat in a manner to cause instant death, and that 
the same was done with malice aforethought. 


witnesses were 


LITERARY NOTICE. 


The Bible against the Gallows—An Essay on Capital 
Punishment. By Pressuteros. New York: Ed- 
ward Walker, 114 Fulton St. 1845, pp. 108. 


We have examined this work with mach interest. 
It is a pretty well-written book, The author would 
have done better to have given his work a more dis- 
tinct arrangement, but he has given us a very wide 
range of argument against the gallows. He has ex- 
amined with much care the famous passage, ‘Who- 
so sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be 
shed.’ He has shown conclusively that it is not a 
command but rather a prophecy. He says It is only 
in relation to the crime of murder that I shall discuss 
the subject, assuming it as granted that it is only 
for the crime of murder or such crime as involves 
murder, that it is now advocated that death should 
be the penalty.” This was the best ground. Mr. 
Cheever and several others of his class give up all 
but murder now. Yetthey quote Moses who has 
thirty-four capital offences in his code, and at once 
call those infidels who deny the authority of Moses 
on this subject! 

Our author maintains the popular doctrines of 
endless misery, a probationary state, and the gene- 
rally received views of the Orthodox. And this is 
the first American work we have ever seen from that 
denomination. We feel somewhat anxious to know 
now how the work will be received by that sect.— 
Their charge has been that the opposition to the gal- 
lows has come from the Universalists and infidels, 
that it wasa movement started and sustained by a 
set of fanatics. Will they examine the work that 
has issued from one of their own sect ? 

We cannot give now any thing like an analysis of 
the work. ‘This we must do hereafter. To give the 
reader an idea of some of its propositions we present 
the following : 

‘1. The taking of life is abhorrent to the good 
man. 


2. The taking of life of the murderer will not re- 
store the dead to life. 


THE 


HANGMAN. 











3. To take it is adding evil to evil, and it may be 
the innocent is made to suffer, as has often been, and 
far too often to have it in the hands of frail and short- 
sighted mortals to decide on the life and death of man. 

4, To take life for life is rendering evil for evil, 
which is expressly forbidden of the Saviour. 

5. To take life is to trifle with man’s highest gift 
of God. 
* 6. Capital Punishment invades the sacredness oi 
human life, and if government may thus do it, the 
less will its sacredness be regarded by the subject. 

7. It isa most public sanction of the principle of 
rendering evil for evil, and thus fosters, in high places, 
the principles of revenge. 

8. It, as far as man can do it, is taking vengeance 
into his own hands, when both conscious deficiency 
of knowledge, and short-sighted reason should lead 
him to feel that it is above his ability, where imme- 
diate direction of God is withheld. 

9. It thus fosters presumption in mankind in rela- 
lation to actions that have a direct bearing on eter- 
nity, and begets a prejudice in the public mind against 
the exercise of charity in forgiveness, and in the 
milder virtues of Christianity. 

10. It thus fusters the spirit of duelling and war. 

11. It lessens the value of human life. 

12. I: gives little or no credit to the doctrine of 
human probation. 

13. It cuts short this probation in the murderer. 

14. The just expression of the mind of government 
towards this crime can be made in a form that does 
not preclude mercy. 

15. Punishment like that adopted and required of 
God towards Cain, can so be mixed with mercy as to 
permit love to exert its salutary influence on the mur- 
derer, 

16. This can be either in perpetual banishment, 
or in perpetual imprisonment, by which too a civil 
death is inflicted, and he is as completely excluded 
the society which he has outraged, and of which 
it is just that he should be deprived, as if put to 
death. 

17. From our republican institutions and mode of 
trial by jury, other considerations against Capital 
Punishment arise. 
the above considerations and others, is so strong that 
many men will not act on a jury—many will seek to 
act to prevent the execution—or will so cunstrue their 
duty as to doubts of guilt as to refuse to convict, and 
thus all condemnation is escaped, and the guilty is 
declared innocent. 

18. Greater efforts in case of Capital Punishment 
will be made, in all lawful and unlawfnl measures, 
to rescue the murderer than in case of other punish- 
ment, and evil even worse than theg first crime is 
thus brought on the country, besides the frequent 
escape of the guilty. 

19. Punishment rendered so uncertain, acts with 
far less influence to deter from crime, so far this is its 
aim. 

20. The certainty of conviction and punishment 
having more power to restrain than the nature of 
the punishment, if at all adequate, it should be most 
clearly in view of transgressors, and should be the 
most earnestly sought by government for security of 
human life. 

21. Then the full belief of many that God has not 
required it of man to put the murderer to death, that 
he in fact prohibits him from doing it, will compel 
and does cause many to oppose Capital Punishment. 
The main reasons of the full conviction of this, will 
appear in the examination of the grounds assumed 
in support of this penalty.’ 

The work has a valuable appendix. And we earn- 
estly invite the reader to examine it for himself. For 


sale at 25 Cornhill. Price 31 ets. 


ALL SORTS, 


[FP Nashville, Tenn., with a population of only 
nine thousand, has two hundred and sixty rum selling 
establishments. One rumshop to every seven fami- 
lies. 


iF The house in which Rev. Dr. Tuckerman, of 
Chelsea, lived for many years, is now occupied as a 
RUM TAVERN; his séudy, it is said, has been converted 
into a bar-room. 


(A Delegate in Congress, offered to stake his 
reputation to a farthing, on the propriety of a certain 
measure which he himself had proposed. A gentle- 
man in opposition, pronounced it the most egual bet 
he ever heard of. 


(The entire property of Harvard University a- 
mounts to about $700,000, of which $322,000 were 
given during the presidency of Dr. Kirkland. 


(A newspaper is about to be established in the 
city of Jesusalem. 

(Lowell, with its population of 30,000, has no 
less than twenty-three places of worship. 


(OrFatuer Matue~y.—The Cork Reporter an- 
nounces that the collossal statue of this Apostle of 
Temperance is nearly completed, and will soon be 
erected at Mount Patrick, 


(C7It is said that 10,000 free citizens of Mississippi 
can neither rea’ nor write. 


{Some curious individual, fond of statistics, has 
ascertained that the annual number of assaults and 
battery in the$ United States is about 500,000 ; Thefts 
100,000 ; Suicides 800, and Murders 100. 


(A Curtp Cuoxep to Deatu By a CHEsTNUT.— 
An interesting daughter, about eighteen months old, 
of Mr. John H. Walker, of Gardner, Mass., whilst 
eating chestnutson Wednesday was choked to death. 
As soon as it was discovered to be choked, a messen- 
ger was sent for Dr. A. S. Carpenter, of South Gard- 
ner, but before he arrived the child was dead. 


{Fr He only is a great man who can neglect the 
applause of the multitude, and enjoy himself indepen- 
dent of its favor. 


(Crit is said that two millions of tons of anthracite 
coal will be sent to market this season from the mines 
of Pennsylvania, which will be 300,000 more than 
the amount last year. 





The belief in many minds from | 


with alarm. 





{FThe number of emigrants to the United States 
for the current year, it is supposed, will exceed 100,- 
000. 

(The most splendid boats on the Hudson are car- 
rying passengers between New York and Albany for 
25 and 50 cents. 

{FA Vermont Merchant brought into market at 
Boston, last week, ninety tons of butter—his Fall 
supply. 

(> Tuanksetvines.—Monday, Oct. 20th, has been 
appointed by the Mayor of Charleston, for Thanks- 
giving in that city. 

(>The Governor of New Hampshire has appointed 
the 7th of November for Thanksgiving. 

(Thanksgiving in Maine is to be on the 4th of 
December. 

(or Anortuer ‘ Strixe.’— The example of the Pitts- 
burgh operatives has stimulated those of Newburgh to 
act likewise. They have made a demonstration In 
favor of higher wages, and published a manifesto, set- 
ting forth their case, in the papers of that place. 





(Sentences FoR MurpeR IN PHILADELPHIA.— 
Archibald Mulholland and Patrick Regan, convicted 
of murder in the second degree, in killing John burns, 
at Broad and Fitzwater streets, in March last, were 
sentenced on Saturday to undergo an imprisonment 
of four years each. 

(He who clothes the poor, clothes his own soul. 
He that sweetens the cup of affliction, sweetens his 
owm heart.. He that feeds the hungry, spreads out 
a banquet for himself more sweet than luxury can 
bestow. 

(The following toast, given at the late Horti- 
cultura] Fair in Boston, is not bad :— 

Woman.—The earliest gathering of fruits; by 
picking the first apple, she caused the first pair to 
fall. 

OG-It is estimated that, in America, 300,000 drunk- 
ards have been reformed, and that more than 500,000 
occasional and confirmed drinkers have forsaken 
their cups, since the commencement of the Temper- 
ance reform. 

(GrAn Avarminc Event.—‘ What news in the 
great world?’ asked a country parson of a gentleman | 
who had just left the great metropolis. 

‘An event, sir,” answered he, * recently took place, 
which, from its aspect, threatened to affect every bo- 
dy ina manner that, if persisted in for any length of 
time, must have unavoidably produced the destruction 
of the whole town.’ 

‘Pray, sir, what do you allude to ?’ said the parson, 


‘A general fast, sir,’ replied the other. 


Under Sentence of Death! 


CONNECTICUT: Anprew P. Porter, 
for the murder of Lucius P. Osborn, last 
February. Time of execution not ap- 
pointed. 


VIRGINIA! 
der of Major Smith, at Norfolk. 
execution, January 2d, 1846. 


ILLINOIS! Joun Lone, Rosert Lone and 
Youne, for the murder of Col. Daven- 
port, of Rock Island. 


MARYLAND! 
for engaging in an insurrection. 
execution unknown. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE! Anprew Howarp, 
for the murder of Phebe Hanson, Sept. 19th, 
1843. ‘Time of execution November 12th, 
1845. 

UNITED STATES! Bane, the pirate. 
Now confined in the Tombs, N.Y. City. The 
time of execution is fixed by the President on 
the first Friday of June, 1846. 


NEW YORK! ‘Titret, for the murder 
of John Covert. at Whitehall. Time of exe- 
cution not known. 

Joun Van Sreenserc and Enwarp O’Con- 
NER, for the murder of Osman N. Steele, a 
Sheriff of Delaware County. Time of exe- 
cution November 29th, 1845. 


VERMONT! Evcene Ctirrorp, for the 
murder of his wife and child. Time of exe- 
cution not fixed. 


The law is now that there shal! be fifteen months 
between the sentence and execution, and then the 
criminal is to be hung without an order from the 
Executive, 


MAINE! Tuomas Tuorn, for murder, 
Now confined at hard labor in the State Pri- 
son. ‘Time of execution not fixed. 

The law is that a criminal shall not be executed 


till one year after sentence, and not even then with- 
out an order from the Executive. 





Wma. WHEELER, a slave, 
Time of 


PENNSYLVANIA! Francis Baster, | 
Tunkhannock, Wyoming Co. _‘'T’o be hung 
on Friday, March 28th, 1845. Escaped 


from Prison. 
Jasez Boyp, for the murder of Wesley 
Patton. Time of execution Nov. 21st., 1845. 
LOUISIANA! Pauuine, the slave. Time 
of execution, March 28, 1846, 


Henter Hitz, for the mur-| 
Time of! 





Samuet Kennepy, for the murder of Benja- 


min W. Wait in New Orleans. 'Time of ex- 


ecution not appointed. 


IOWA! Wm. McCautey, for the murder 
of Don Ferdinand Coffman, and infant 
daughter. 

Was to be executed on the 30th of May, 1845; but 
in consequence of some informality in sentencing 
him, the execution was postponed and the case is to 
be taken to the Supreme Court on a writ of error. 

(Executions are now private’in the following 
states: Maine, Massachusetts, Vermont, New-Hamp- 
shire, Connecticut, Rhede Island, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Maryland. 


SS 
NOTICES OF MEETINGS, LECTURES, XC. 


American Society for promoting the. Abolition 
of Capital Punishment. 


(7 The annual meeting of this Society, will be 
held in the Chinese Saloon in the city of Philadelphia 
on Wednesday, November 12th, at 71-2 P.M. A 
general attendance of the friends of the cause is par- 
ticularly requested. 

GEORGE M. DALLAS, 
President. 
Rosert Ranrtovt, Jr., 
Wittiam T. McCoun, 
Henry 8S. Parrerson, Secretary. 


Vice Presidents, 


Philadelphia Society for promoting the Abo- 
lition of Capital Punishment. 


The annual meeting of this Society, will be held 
on Tuespay, the 11th of November next, the hour 
and place of meeting to be made known in the news- 
papers of the day. A general attendance of citizens 
of other counties, favorable to the measure, is earn- 
estly requested, inasmuch as one of the principal 
objects of the meeting is to extend the agitation of 
this question over all parts of the State. 

HENRY 8S. PATTERSON, 
President. 


JoHN ScHOLEFIELD, } ;,- 
’ Vice Presidents 


Joun Bouvier, 
Joun Asuton, Jr., 
Secretary. 


Business Notices. 


"= 


We would commend to the kind attention of 
our friends everywhere, Cartes Stearns, of Spring. 
field, Mass., who is now in the field, laboring as a 
public advocate of the Abolition of Capital Punish- 
ment. Any business transacted with him will be 
the same as if done by ourselves. Mr. Stearns is a 
sincere, devoted and faithful laborer in this great 
cause. We trust the friends will aid him by pro- 
viding places for him to lecture, and by taking up 
collections to enable him to meet his unavoidable 
expenses. 


i, 


iy Atvin M. Potty, will act as Agent for the 
Hangman in Leominster, Mass. 
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Rects. to week ending October 31. 


Silas Cheney, Milford, 50c—Joseph Cheney, do, 
50e—J. W. Woleut, 62e—C. Ladd, $1—H. Ruggles, 
25c—E. Carrol, 25e—Charles A. Brown, 50c—Sam- 
uel Butterfield, 1,40e-—P. A. Sweet, 25c—J. Good- 
win, 2d., 25e—R. Courtes, 25e—N. Chapman, 25e— 
G. Wilkins, 50c—J. M. Anderson, 50e—N. Homan 
50c—J. Gilley, 1—J. Chinn, 75¢e—William Bates’ 
50c—David Torrey, 1—Lyman Allen, 1. y 

LEOMINSTER. 
Porter Gibson, 31—A, Richardson, 44c—Geo. Hull 
44c—Horace Cook, 25e—E. Curts,. 50c—Thos. Law- 
son, 50e—Geo. Gates, 25e—H. S. Harris, 8i1—J. C. 
Allen, 44c—J. Nurse, 44e—E. Eager, 44e—D, Gra- 
ham, 44c—T, Lincoln, 44c—Volney Hill, 44¢e—M. 
Kendall, 44c—L. Chase, 44c.—H. , ance 25ce—J. 
Crosby, 50c—J. Burditt, $1—G. Sweet, 25c—D, F. 
Low, 25c—J. P. Ladd, 25e—H. A. Wilder, 44c—A, 
J. Newhall, 1,25e—A. Pierce, 1—Dr. S. Richardson 
25e—J. M. Eaton, 44c—J. Collins, 25-—C. O. Niz 
chols, 1—H. Newhall, 25c.—E. Sprague, Fiteh- 
burgh, 1—E. N. Pratt, do., 25e-—C. Tolman, do., 50c 
—Wm. Hanson, Newton, N. H., 50e—Thomas Car- 
ter, do., 54e—J. McQuinn, 25e—S. Burlingham, 1— 
Charles Martin, Brighton, 50e—J. W. Herrick, do. 
50e—J. H. Woodward, do., 50¢. 

















MARRIED: 


In this city, on Wednesday evening, by the Rev, 
Amos Smith, Mr. William H. Barnes, to Miss Elizabeth 
C. Hartt. 

19th ult., by Rev. Mr. Holman, Mr. Jasper Stone to 
Elizabeth Ann Gray, both of Charlestown. 

At Rumney, N. H.,jOct. 20th, Hon. Josiah Quincy to 
Miss Harriet Tufts. 








DIED: 


In this city, 27th ult. Mr. Moses Thomas, 42. (West- 
ern papers will please copy.) 
At Amherst, N. H., Ezra Prescott, Esq. 64, formerly 


‘ Register of Deeds for Hillsboro’ co. 


At Gilmantown, N. H. 25th ult. Hon. Daniel Gale, 
in his 71st year. 

At Portsmouth,N. H. Oct. 23d, John Haven, Esq. 
his 80th year, an eminent merchant. 

At Jackson Township, Indiana, Oct. 8th, Malinda, 
wife of Samuel Burns, Esq., 39, formerly of Dublin, 


N.H. 
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For the Hangman. 
LINES 


On reading some numbers of the Hangman. 


Otempora! O mores! 
Such logic quite a bore is! 
So the Bible 
S’ made a libel 
On the learning of the schools ! 
What the legislator Moses, 
* In the Pentateuch, discloses 
Must succumb, 
And be mum 
To your antiscragging rules ! 
Faugh ! faugh!! faugh!!! 


«An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth,’ 
Brother Spear, 
Doth appear 
Barb’rous law, to you, forsooth ! 
But, gents, there is a beam 
In your eye, which makes you seem 
To see clearly, while you dont. 
Take it out, and look again. 
Then, the gallows you'll sustain. 
Nay never say you wont, 
For, to me, the matter’s plain. 
Then try, try. I would coax ye 
To the ranks of Orthodoxy, 
When you'd sail with the wind and the tide. 
You’d as smoothly glide along 
As the chorus of a song, 
And feather your nest well beside. 


You wont ! Poor shilly-shallows, 
Did’nt Haman get the gallows? 
And his sons? Faith they did—the whole ten. 
And ain’t it, also, true, 
That Christian and Jew 
Keep the feast of Esther still, 
In token that they’d kill 
Such reptiles again, yet again? 
Paul, th’ apostle, was a Jew 
And a Christian, to boot. 
That he knew a thing or two 
Who'll dispute ! 
Now he kept Esther feast 
Which shews, you see, at least, 
That the gallows he was ready to sustain, 
And we also have his word, 
That the ruler ‘ bears the sword 
Not in vain.’ 


Think again, then, Brothers Spear, 
For, I’ll really think it queer, 
If you dont yield to what I have said. 
Lift the standard of John Knox, 
That old, true-blue Orthodox, 
And, depend on’t, your fortune is made. 
O’ Gibbet. 


From the Philadelphia Inquirer. 
NEVER GIVE UP. 


AN INCIDENT IN REAL LIFE. 


‘ Never give up! it is wiser and better 
Always to hope than once to despair ; 
Fling off the load of doubt’s cankering fetter, 
And break the dark spell of tyrannical care : 
Never give up ! or the burden may sink you— 
Providence kindly has mingled the cup, 
And in all trials and troubles, bethink you, 
The watchword of life must be, Never give up.’ 


We recently published a capital song, entitled 
‘Never give up.’ A passage is quoted above.— 
There is manly energy in the doctrine, that we 
should not permit ourselves to be overcome by 
common-place, or even extraordinary reverses of 
fortune. ‘ Never say die’—‘ never give up’—are 
capital mottoes with regard to enterprise, busi- 
ness, and the things of this life generally. If 
we give way to depression of spirits, and at the 
first reverse handles the chase of fortune as 
hopeless, we will soon sink into despondency, 
gloom, idleness, and perhaps vice. But let us 
determine that come what may, we will still 
struggle on, that while life and bealth remain, 
we will still make an effort to achieve indepen- 
dence, and in a majority of cases, sooner or later, 
success will come. 

A friend stopped into our office a day or two 
ago, and in the course of conversation, related an 
incident well calculated to illustrate the force 
and propriety of energy and perseverance. He 
had visited Washington a few weeks before, and 
while standing on Pennsylvania Avenue, gazing 
at some object of interest, he was accosted by a 
stranger, as one whom he had seen and known 
in years gone by. 

Ah!—inquired the other—when and where ? 
After some conversation, in the course of which 





THE 


outline of his history. Before he was eight years 
of age, his father, who was wretchedly poor, 
died in the alms-house, and the little fellow was 
compelled to beg cold victuals from door to door, 
in order to prevent the family from starving.— 
Still he had correct principles, and was anxious 
to make a respectable figure in the world. He 
accordingly indentured himself to a house-car- 
penter, and while engaged in learning the busi- 
ness, he obtained a copy of the Life of Franklin, 
which he studied with great attention, in order, 
as he said, to acquire a knowledge of proper 
habits of economy, and not with any notion of 
becoming a philosopher. He persevered, be- 
came master of his trade, worked with success 
as a journeyman, removed to Washington, and 
in 1846 had accumulated enough to build two or 
three houses. A balance was still due on them, 
however, and the troubles of 1837 coming on 
adversity overtook him, his property was sold 
by the sheriff, and he was again reduced to pov- 
erty. But he remembered his boyhood, the des- 
titution of that period of his life, the manner in 
which he had overcome adversity by persever- 
ance; and he determined never to give up. 

His worldly wealth consisted of one bed and 
a little furniture, and with this niggardly pro- 
vision for such an undertaking he consulted his 
better half, (for, like a wise man, he had mar- 
ried the moment he felt able to take care of a 
wife,) who was a true and brave hearted woman, 
and they determined to make an effort to obtain 
one or two boarders. Two young friends agreed 
to assist them in the way proposed, and to these 
was awarded the only bed in the house, while 
the husband and wife purchased a few bundles of 
straw, upon which they slept soundly and happi- 
ly for many a month. Slowly and gradually for- 
tune brightened again, employment was procured, 
savings were laid by, the journeyman became a 
master carpenter, he obtained one or two con- 
tracts from government, and although not yet 
thirty years of age, he is in easy and indepen- 
dent if not in affluent circumstances. 

He conéluded his briefstory by remarking that 
it would afford him infinite pleasure if the old 
friend to whom he had thus strangely introduced 
himself after an absence of more than twenty 
years, would, while he remained in Washington, 
make his house his home. He said that there 
were still many recollections of his early years, 
which he cherished with delight, and that ona 
recent visit to Philadelphia, he had wandered 
over the haunts of his childhood, and endeavor- 
ed to learn something of the history. of his 
youthful companions—most of them, like him- 
self, children of distress and poverty. In the 
majority of cases, the results were melancholy. 
Poor, friendless, and to some extent, deserted— 
but few had wrestled with and risen above the 
untoward circumstances by which they had been 
surrounded. There were cases, however, in 
which patience, perseverance and constant ap- 
peals to and dependance upon Providence, had 
lifted the orphan, the outcast, and the beggar 
from a lowly condition of penury and trial, and 
rendered them good citizens, devoted husbands, 
kind parents, useful and valuable members of so- 
ciety. But, he added, the doctrine of all who 
are depressed,—of the children of toil and mis- 
fortune, no matter how dark the present may 
seem, should be—persevere—NEVER GIVE UP.— 
For who, he continued—who may read the future 
—who may foretell the events of a single year? 
And he was right. In the language of a deep 
thinker—‘ duties are ours, but events are God’s,’ 
‘Clonds and darkness’ may lower to-day—but 
sunshine and prosperity may brighten and beau- 
tify to-morrow. Let us struggie on then—let us 
never despair. 


‘ Never give up there are chances and changes 
Helping the hopeful a hundred to one ; 

And through the chaos, High Wisdom arranges 
Ever success, if you’ll only hope on! 

Never give up! for the wisest is boldest, 
Knowing that Providence mingles the cup, 

And of all maxims the best and the oldest 
Is the true watchword of Never give up !’ 


A CURIOUS STORY, 


An old gentleman in this city relates one of 
the most thrilling romances of real life we ever 





heard of. In this romance he was a principal 
jactor, Many years ago, in Vermont, an insane 


| 


man suddenly disappeared. No trace of his 
whereabouts could be discovered, and many sup- 


a degree of confidence was inspired between the posed that he was dead. Seven years after his 


parties, it turned out that the stranger had refer- 
ence to a period of twenty years before in Phila- 
delphia—ithat he was then a poor boy about 
seven years old. and was in the habit of visiting 
the work-shop at which the other was engaged, 
for the purpose of collecting chips and shavings. 
The kind manner of the apprentice had made a 
favorable impression upon the heart and mind of 
the then barefooted urchin, and although a period 
of nearly a quarter of a century had elapsed, he 
recognized the friend of his early days at a glance, 
and was anxious in some way to testify his ap- 
preciation of the kindness rendered in the hours 
of his boyhood. 

After some further conversation, he gave a brief 





disappearance, a person who had known him 
dreamed that he had been murdered by a cer- 
tain family residing near at hand, and that he 
was buried in a certain spot. This dream oe- 
curred several times, and was so vivid, that the 
dreamer related it, and induced other persons to 
aid him in digging at the spot indicated in his 
dream. They dug and found bones. They also 
found a button anda knife, which were identi- 
fied as the property of the missing man. The 
family, consisting of 'a mother and two young 
men, sons, were arrested and imprisoned. The 
sons, to save the mother, confessed the murder.— 
On trial, however, they plead not guilty ; but 
were nevertheless, found guilty, and condemned 





HANGMAN. 








to be hanged. The sentence was however com- 
muted to imprisonment for life in State Prison 
to which they were sent. Soon after the tuial, 
a paragraph appeared in the Post of this city, 
which led the old gentleman referred to, (who 
was acquainted with all the parties in the aflair,) 
to believe that the man supposed to be murdered 
was alive. He was set to work, and by dint of 
inquiry, found the insane man on a farm in New 
Jersey. He was working on this farm under the 
supposition that it was his own. ‘The old gen- 
tleman addressed him, saying. 

‘Don’t you know me?’ 

‘ No—never saw you before.’ 

The old man dropped an English shilling, 
which the insane man instantly clutched. 

‘ Now,’ said the old gentleman, ‘tell me who 
I am, and who you are, and I'll give you that 
shilling.’ 

The insane man did as required, and proved 
to be the missing individual. He was taken 
back to Vermont; and the two men released, of 
course. The insane man had, however, to be 
exhibited publicly, and to thousands of people, 
before they would believe that ‘he was him- 
self.’ 

This story is truth, and can be easily proved 
by a reference to the legitimate records of the 
time. It is a most curious ‘romance in real 
life,’ and goes ahead of all the fictions ever in- 
vented. Why don’t some dramatist take hold of 
it ?—U. S. Amer. Repub. 
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Borper Scenes.—T wo Mexicans—one a boy 
of eleven years—reached Capt. Fremont’s camp 
after a weary flight of sixty miles. They were 
the remains of a party of six, who had been at- 
tacked and robbed by the Indians. ‘Two Mis- 
sourians, Corsan, of Boonslick, and Godey of St. 
Louis, resolved to pursue and punish these fero- 
cious murderers. They feared not the desert, 
they regarded not the peril, but set off upon the 
trail, overtook the maurauders, attacked them, 
killed two Indians and came back victoriously 
with fifteen horses. ‘They rode about one hun- 
dred miles in the pursuit and return, and all in 
thirty hours. Captain Fremont thus describes 
the scene of murder : 

‘Our course was generally north; and, after 
crossing an intervening ridge, we descended a 
sandy plain, or basin, in the middle of whieh was 
the grassy spot, with its springs and yellow bush- 
es, which constitutes a camping place in the de- 
sert, and is called the Archilette. The dead si- 
lence of the place was ominous: and galloping 
rapidly up, we found only the corpses of the two 
men; every thing else was gone. They were 
naked, mutilated and pierced with arrows. Her- 
nadez had evidently fought, and with despera- 
tion. He lay in advance of the willow half-faced 
tent which sheltered his family, as if he had come 
out to meet danger, and repulse it from that asy- 
lum. One of his hands and both of his legs had 
been cut off. Giacome, who was a large and 
strong looking man, was lying in one of the wil- 
low shelters, pierced with arrows. Ofthe women 
no trace could be found, and it was evident they 
had been carried off captive. A little lap-dog, 
which had belonged to Pablo’s mother, remained 
with the dead bodies, and was frantic with joy at 
seeing Pablo ; he, poor child, was frantic with 
grief, and filled the air with lamentations for his 
father and mother. Mi padre! Mi madre! was 
his incessant ery. When we beheld this pitiable 
sight, and pictured to ourselves the fate of the 
two women, carricd off by savages so ‘brutal and 
so loathsome, all compunction for the scalped 
Indian ceased ; and we rejoiced that Corson and 
Godey had been able to give so useful a lesson 
to these American Arabs, who lie in wait to 
murder and plunder the innocent traveller.’ 
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BE KIND. 


None of us know the good a kind deed ac- 
complishes. A word smoothly put in when the 
heart is sick, a little help bestowed when want 
presses near by, goes far—far beyond what those 
suppose who are able to speak this word, or give 
this help. 

An instance, illustrating this, has just come to 
our knowledge. A young man, intelligent, and 
well educated, came to our city to find employ- 
ment. He sought for it in vain. When his 
means were about gone, and he lay half sick with 
fever, brought on by anxiety; a friend bade him 
be of good cheer, and through their joint efforts 
obtained for him a servant’s place at a boarding 
house. He worked there like a brave man, and 
won the confidence of his employer, though he 
received only his board and a few dollars a 
month. 

That friend watched him, and finding him 
faithful, mentioned the fact to a mercantile gen- 
tleman, who said at once ‘bring the young man 
tome.’ This was done, and soon he was more 
profitably employed. He was now head clerk. 
And did he forget his early friend? In the 
quietest way possible—without the slightest pro- 
fession or pretension—he sought out as soon as 
he was able, the choicest and most substantial 


present, and sent it to him, as a token of remem- 
bered kindness. 

When the present was received, our friend 
knew not from whom it came. He did not once 
dream of the poor, homeless youth, to whom 
he had shown only a little kindness, and it was 
not until after repeated inquiries, that he dis. 
covered who had sent it. ‘I have learned q 
lesson,’ when he found out the giver, said he. 
‘and that is alcays to be more kind, if I can be, 
under similar circumstances hereafter. If it were 
thus with all of us—how much of human misery 
should we relieve, and whata sum could we 
add to the amount of positive individual hap. 
piness ? 

Learn, and be kind! The habit of kindness 
will do, what no other habit can do—it will bring 
sweet peace to the mind, and increase, as it is 
virtuously practiced, the only permanent wealth 
Earth may crave, or Heaven admit—the wealth 
of heart.—Cincinnati Gazette. 


LPPADALI IIe 


THE GAMBLER’S WIFE. 


BY DR. COUTES. 





Dark is the night! Howdark! No light! No fire 
Cold, on the hearth the last faint sparks expire ! 
Shivering she watches by the cradle side, 


For him who pledged her love—last year a bride ! 


‘Hark ! ’Tis his footstep! No !—’Tis past : ’Tis gone 
Tick !—Tick ! How wearily the time crawls on ! 
Why should he leave me thus? He once was kind ! 
And I believed 'twould last—how mad !—how blind ! 
‘Rest thee, my babe !—-Rest on !—’Tis hunger’s cry 
Sleep !—For there is no food !—The fount is dry ! 
Famine and cold their wearying work have done, 
My heart must break !—And thou !—the clock strikes 
one. 


‘Hush ! ’tis the dice box ! Yes, he’s there, he’s there 

For this !—for this he leaves me to despair ! 

Leaves love! leaves truth! his wife! his child! for 
what! 

The wanton’s smile—the villain—and the sot ! 


‘Vet I'll not curse him! No! ‘tis all in vain! 

‘Tis long to wait, but sure he'll come again ! 

And I could starve and bless him, but for you, 

My child !—his child !—Oh, fiend!’ The clock strikes 
two. 

* Hark ! How the sign-board creeks ! The blast how!s 
by! 

Moan! Moan! A dirge swells through the cloudy 
sky! 

Ha! ‘tis his knock ! he comes !—he comes once more | 

’Tis but the lattice-flaps ! Thy hope is o’er ! 


‘Can he desert me thus! He knows I stay 
Night after night in loneliness, to pray 

For his return—and yet he sees no tear! 
No! no! It cannot be. He will be here. 


‘ Nestle more closely, dear one, to my heart ! 
Thou’rt cold! Thou’rt freezing ! But we will not part 
' 


Husband !—I die !—Father !—It is not he ! 
Oh God! protect my child! The clock strikes three. 


The’re gone! they’re gone! the glimmering spark 
hath fled! 

The wife and child are numbered with the dead ! 

On the cold hearth outstretched in solemn rest, 

The babe lay frozen on its mother’s breast ! 

The gambler came at last—but all was o’er— 

Dead silence reigned around—the clock struck four ! 








Essays on the Punishment of Death. 


By Cyarres Speam 


Twelfth Edition, with fine Engravings. Price 621-2 cts 
TP\HIS work is intended to present a concise and 
practical view of Capital punishment. In prepar- 

ing the work the author had access to many valuable 
foreign publications, scarcely known, in this country. 
The work contains sixteen Essays ; one chapter ew- 
bodying O’CONNELL’S speech on the subject. 
Also a view of all the capital offences in the Union: 
a labor said by distinguished jurists never to have 
been accomplished before. 

This work has passed through twelve editions in 
about a year. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


‘If any man can read these Essays and not be con- 
vineed that legal killing has incited to four murders 
for every one it has prevented, he must, it seems to us, 
be steeled against the force of evidence, and the fear 
of shedding innocent blood. We hope this book will 
be widely circulated, though the author, being poor, 
publishes his book himself, and goes about to sell it as 
he can, which will retard its dissemivation. The 
facts here industriously collected—the recorded opin- 
ions of Beccaria, Blackstone, Montesquieu, Franklin, 
Rush, Smollett, Lafayette, Channing, Edward Liv- 
ingston, O’Connell, &c.,—are alone worth double the 
cost of the volume. To the more general reader, this 
work must be more interesting, than the freshest novel 
can be—so various and thrilling are its incidental! por- 
traicures of the human heart and life—of our criminal 
laws, and their hardly more criminal victims.’— New 
York Tribune. 

‘The author seems to have compassed the whole 
subject ; and to us his arguments, figures, and facts, 
strengthen a conviction that our whole heart and judg- 
ment assent to, viz., that the punishment of death 
should be stricken from the statute books of every gov 
ernment whose laws are professedly based upon the 
ethics of Christ.’—Hunt’s Merchant’s Magazine, N. Y. 
Published and sold by the author, and by his agents, 
Bela Marsh, 25 Cornhill, and George W. Briggs, 403 
Washington Street, where also subscriptions for the 





Hangman will be received, and single numbers sold. 
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